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Sutlej, If their construction was pursued to its logical con-
clusion, then the British Government would be justified in
interfering even in the territories lying to the west of the river
Jhelum and yet not violate the treaty of 1809, because that
treaty does not say anything about the countries west of that
river. This would practically nullify the whole treaty.
Moreover, there was the treaty of Lord William Bentinck
with Ran jit Singh entered into at Ropar in 1831, which
forbade the English from interfering with the ruler of Lahore
in the country beyond the Indus. Latif, in his History of the
Punjab, cites this treaty as an excuse for the non-interference
of the Government of India in the question of Peshawar in
18S8,40 because if the Government was to be true to its promises
it could not help Amir Dost Mohammad against the Sikhs.
But if that was so, why did the Government of India interfere
in the question of Shikarpur ? Did it not violate the treaty of
1831? for Shikarpur, too, was on the west of Indus just as
Peshawar was ?
Captain Wade decided to go to Lahore to dissuade the
Maharaja from his aggressive policy towards his British allies
on the Indus.41 But in reply to his letter to the Maharaja after
the receipt of the news of the capture of Kan, he was informed
and convinced that the Maharaja's offensive operations against
Sindh had been abandoned,42 so he decided not to go to Lahore.
The Maharaja also expressed the desire to make the British
Government a party to a treaty between the Sindhians and
himself, and informed Wade that he had sent positive orders
to his officers to cease hostilities.43
Ranjit Singh 'seemed very anxious at this time, as through-
out his career, to remain friendly with the British Government.
He suspended his activities against Sindh, seeing the British
did not relish them and he expressed willingness to assist in
promoting the navigation of the Indus and Sutlej by deputing
Kharak Singh and Diwan Sawan Mai to meet the British dele-
gates at Mithankote.44 Yet he never really gave up all hope of
40 Latif, History of the Punjab, p. 485 (1891 edition).
41 Wade to Government, 10th October, 1836 ; 142/72, P. G. R.
42 Wade to Government, 2nd November, 1836.
"Wade to Government, 3rd November, 18S6.
44 Wade to Government, 28th October, 1836,142/81, P. G. R.